Check against delivery!

STATEMENT

by dr. Janez Potočnik,

Deputy Chief Negotiator of the Republic of Slovenia

Fifteenth Meeting of the Conference on Accession at Deputy

Level

Brussels, 28 November 2001

Dear Mr President, your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen!
Let me begin by expressing a pleasure of our delegation to participate in the fifteenth meeting of the Accession Conference at Deputy level, the third one during the Belgian presidency. 

Having in mind that this is the first Accession Conference after the European Commission published the fourth enlargement package including Regular Report, Strategy Paper and revised Accession Partnership, I would like to use this opportunity to comment on it. We are pleased that this year's Regular Report has been the most positive one for our country so far. We are of the opinion that it is an objective overview of Slovenia's readiness for the accession and that it also proves Slovenia is on a right way to meet its own goal to be internally ready to fulfil all obligations arising from the EU membership by the end of 2002. 

According to the Commission Slovenia meets the Copenhagen political criteria, has a functioning market economy and has generally made good progress in transposition and implementation of the acquis. We are especially pleased that the Commission recognised strengthening of the Slovene administrative capacity and progress in the field of judiciary.

There are few remaining areas according to Commission Report to which Slovenia has to pay special attention. In this regard the Government is currently discussing a detailed proposal of tasks which have to be completed in the following year. These tasks will focus especially on the implementation of legislation. We are aware that latter is important not only because of meeting of the membership criteria, but for our own preparedness to be an efficient and successful member in the enlarged EU, also.  

We do appreciate the conclusions of the Strategy Paper namely that the negotiations will be conducted and concluded on the basis of the existing acquis and that the Berlin financial framework provides a sufficient basis for the accession of up to ten new Member States in 2004. 

Having said that we realistically expect a favourable report for next year which will, together with the conclusion of the accession negotiations, serve as a basis for the positive final opinion on Slovenia's accession to the EU by the end of 2002.  

***

Slovenia regrets that the Common Position on Chapter 9 - Transport has not been prepared in due time, again. Today's Conference is the fifth in a row since the debate concerning the substance of the chapter started in the Council. Let me reiterate that the only important fact is that Slovenia does not have any considerable problems in the area of transport and that it is able to apply the entire transport acquis from the date of accession. Allow me to draw your attention on recent Joint Statement of Ministers for the foreign affairs of the so called "Luxembourg candidates". The Ministers called upon the Presidency and the Member States to adopt the relevant Common Positions in due time and to avoid any linkages between the negotiations and the EU internal debates.  

Besides this chapter Slovenia still expects an agreement on all remaining chapters, not including financial issues, during Belgian presidency: Chapter 10 – Taxation, Chapter 24 – Justice and Home Affairs, and Chapter 2 - Free Movement of Persons. Before the end of the year it also expects agreements on phytosanitary and veterinary issues within Chapter 7 - Agriculture. 

***

As regards the chapter which is on the agenda of today's Conference, Chapter 6 - Competition and State Aids, Slovenia agrees that further negotiations on this chapter are currently not necessary.

***

Dear President, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen!

Regardless of the fact that time is not on our side, we firmly believe that the efforts on both sides in the next few days will yield results and help attain the aims mentioned above. Fulfilment of the road map agenda is of a crucial importance. 
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