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ADDRESS

by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia,

Dr. Dimitrij Rupel, 

at the 9th Meeting of the Conference on Accession

Luxembourg, 10 June 2002

Dear Josep (Mr President),

Dear Colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my pleasure to participate at the ninth meeting of the Accession Conference at the ministerial level. I  wish that our next  meeting would be the last one. “From Copenhagen to Copenhagen” should not be only the parole. 

While talking about the final countdown to Copenhagen, I would like to remind you that my country had fulfilled all commitments given in the accession process and followed the Road Map entirely. Therefore it is crucial for us, being completely aware of all possible obstacles which might obstruct the timetable for enlargement, that all those efforts of Slovenia are judged in the light of the EU and its Member States commitments given in accession process. 

The Union should be aware that any delay of the enlargement and the conclusions of the accession negotiations would have very negative impact on the public opinion in Slovenia and may lead to internal political difficulties. Therefore the efforts undertaken so far should not be underestimated or even neglected. 

The principles of judging each country on its own merits and differentiation should be maintained so that each Candidate Country should accede to the Union when it is ready. Slovenia will be internally prepared to fulfil the obligations, arising from the EU Membership by the end of 2002.

Slovenia expects from the European Council in Seville to confirm the time-frame for the conclusion of the negotiations in line with the European Union’s firm commitment, expressed at the European Council meeting in Laeken in December 2001 to conclude negotiations with the best-prepared candidates by the end of 2002, so that the Candidate Countries will participate at the elections to the European Parliament in 2004 as members. The Act of Accession should be signed and ratified in 2003 in order to enter into force on 1 January 2004. 

Slovenia wants to participate at the next IGC as a member. We should define our common future together and also decide about it. We should not accept a scenario that would imply an IGC without the participation of the Candidate Countries.

Slovenia welcomes a lively debate in the framework of the Convention on the future of the European Union, as well as the latest proposals made by the European Commission, European Parliament, three presidents and the Benelux Memorandum, which is very close to our thinking.  Slovenia is highly ambitious as far as its participation in the debate on the future of Europe is concerned. The Slovenian Forum on the future of Europe was launched successfully. 

The nomination of Mr Peterle to the Presidium is appreciated as an acknowledgement that new Member States, even small ones, can indeed determine the future of Europe.

***

With regard to the chapters on today's agenda, Slovenia agrees that Chapter 9 – Transport at this stage do not require further negotiations as already agreed at the Accession Conference at the deputy level in December last year. We are satisfied that the solution considered the situation in Slovenia in the area of transport as well as the fact that our country will be able to apply the entire transport acquis on the date of accession. 


1. Slovenia regrets that EU Common Position on Agriculture has not been prepared and expects the Member States to find a solution in order to implement the Road Map. Let me emphasize again that among Candidate Countries, a suspicion exists that in agricultural matters we might be discriminated in relation to the present Member States of the EU.
2. 
3. 
4. 

*

With regard to Chapter 29 – Financial and Budgetary Provisions – we continue to be of the opinion that negotiations on this segment of negotiations can not be discussed in isolation as the final agreement in this area will have reflected agreements that have been made in another two financially intensive chapters, namely in Chapter 7 (Agriculture) and Chapter 21 (Regional Policy). We welcome the position of the Commission that the net budgetary position of new member states should not deteriorate in comparison with their situation in the year before the EU accession. 
Within the negotiation process, we have to make a clear distinction between two issues. One is a net budgetary position of a country the vis-à-vis EU budget with its strong liquidity component throughout a budget year and the other is the country’s position as a net recipient or net contributor to the EU.

Therefore we are sceptical whether the application of the “lump sum” payment mechanism will be able to prevent eventual deterioration of Slovenia’s net budgetary position. There is a significant risk that the country may even become a net contributor to the EU budget already in the existing financial perspective.

This unacceptable outcome would be a result of a combination of the following two facts. First, Slovenia receives from the EU only a small amount of pre-accession assistance that is equivalent to no more 0,2% of GDP. Second, projections of the Commission about payments to be received by the candidate countries in the first years after accession are considered to be over optimistic.  The final arrangement that determines the volume of »lump-sum« payment for each year of the 2004 – 2006 period and at the same time, sets the projected volume of payment appropriations at a too optimistic a level, may easily expose Slovenia to a risk of becoming a net payer to the EU budget already in the first year after accession. It should be underlined that this risk is disproportionately large for our country since Slovenia has received by far the lowest level of pre-accession funds of all the Candidate Countries from Central and Eastern Europe in terms of a share of GDP. Because of that it is very likely that Slovenia might become a net payer to the EU budget already in the 2004, regardless of proposed mechanism of the EU.
In order to be able to conclude successfully negotiations on financial and budgetary provisions, Slovenia needs an appropriate transitional arrangement for its own resource payments. This arrangement should include a transitional mechanism with a gradual reduction of Slovenia’s payments regarding the VAT and/or GNP resources. A mechanism of this kind would address specific concerns of Slovenia more appropriately than the “lump-sum payment” mechanism proposed by the Commission.



***

Regarding Chapter 30 – Institutions, we welcome the efforts the Spanish Presidency, Member States and the Commission have made in order to follow the Road Map.

Slovenia accepts the acquis in Chapter 30 - Institutions and does not request any transitional periods or derogations. 

Slovenia accepts the proposed institutional arrangement based on Declaration no. 20 on the enlargement of the European Union relating to the distribution of seats in the Parliament, the weighting of votes in the Council, and the composition of the Economic and Social Committee and Committee of the Regions, and Declaration no. 21 on the qualified majority threshold and the number of votes for a blocking minority in an enlarged Union, both annexed to the Treaty of Nice.
Slovenia therefore believes that further negotiations on this chapter are not necessary at this stage, but will continue at a later stage when the actual number of new member states and the date of accession are clear.  Slovenia pays special attention to the issues of the qualified majority threshold and blocking minority votes.

Slovenia also recalls that the provisions on the financial obligations arising from Chapter 30 - Institutions are related also to Chapter 29 - Financial and Budgetary Provisions.
Slovenia expects that the Member States, including Ireland will ratify the Treaty of Nice by the end of 2002 and thus allow enlargement to proceed in line with the timetable. 

In the meantime, Slovenia would like to obtain more information on the method of participation in common organs and the working bodies of the EU and on the payment of its contributions to the European Union institutions. Furthermore, Slovenia would like  to receive clear information on the methodology for any adjustments on the nature of any transitional arrangements, as well as participate in the negotiations for determining the new threshold for qualified majority voting.  

***

Dear Mr President, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 

May I conclude by saying that in the past semester Slovenia has acted responsibly and constructively in its drive towards Membership in the EU. We hope that this effort will be taken into account by the EU Member States and especially by the next Presidency which should, accordingly to its commitments and our expectations, successfully bring us to the end of the way by concluding the accession negotiations.

Y para finalizar, quisiera expresar mi agradecimiento a  mis amigos Españoles por el trabajo realizado y desearles una exitosa cumbre en Sevilla.

Gracias.
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