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Dear Mr President, your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen!
I am very pleased that our delegation is participating at this last Accession Conference meeting held under the Spanish Presidency. It is in our view that the Presidency has fully completed the difficult agenda which it set itself at the beginning of the year.

Slovenia welcomes the Seville Presidency Conclusions regarding enlargement and is pleased to see that the conclusions express the reaffirmation of the European Union's determination to conclude the negotiations with those countries which are ready by the end of 2002. Slovenia has always been advocating a realistic and constructive approach, therefore we believe that this common aim can be realised within the time frame envisaged. We also strongly support the Council's commitment that the principle of differentiation must be fully complied with until the end of negotiations. We also support the intention that the Treaty on Accession is signed in spring 2003 in order to assure enough time for its ratification and allow the present candidate countries to participate in the elections for the European Parliament in 2004 as full members. 

To contribute to the realisation of this common goal, Slovenia has been constantly searching for solutions that would satisfy not only our own interests, but also comply with the main logic behind the possible solutions suggested by the Commission and the Member States. We are aware that there will not be plenty of time left after the common position on agriculture including direct payments has been adopted for the planned conclusion of negotiations. Thus we are firmly determined to present in good time our problems and interests and to discus them in a constructive atmosphere, to search for solutions that would be acceptable for both sides and to conclude negotiations as foreseen. We are ready to share the historic responsibility for successful completion of this enlargement.     

 Allow me to underline some basic views, problems and facts related to the chapter on today's agenda - Agriculture. 

Slovenia is very pleased that despite all the difficulties in this area, the Common Position on Agriculture has been adopted under the Spanish Presidency. We understand the difficulties because of which the Member States have not yet been able to arrive at a common agreement on direct payments. Nevertheless, we call upon the Union to agree on this important issue in time so as to conclude negotiations by the end of the year. 

There are in fact only a few issues left in the area of agriculture on which agreement between the EU and Slovenia remains to be reached. Our country has made a lot of efforts to be able to integrate successfully into the European single market and the Common Agricultural Policy and therefore expects that its endeavours will be heralded by the successful conclusion of negotiations. In its agricultural policy, Slovenia strives for the same goals, principles and political orientations as the European Union. Our agricultural policy explicitly supports multi-functional, economically-efficient and environmentally-friendly agriculture, strives for protection of the consumer and sustainable rural development. With our accession to the European Union, we wish to solve some of the basic development issues of Slovenian agriculture and rural areas in a manner put forward by the present, and even more, the future Common Agricultural Policy. In this sense, it is essential and urgent for Slovenia to become integrated as soon as possible into the existing acquis and to have an opportunity to take part in the discussions about the future of the European agriculture and rural development 

{0>Cenovna raven pred in po pristopu, nekajletne izkušnje z izvajanjem neposrednih plačil in njihova primerljiva izvedba ter načelno stališče o zagotavljanju enakih konkurenčnih razmer,  so razlogi za zagotavljanje enakih razmer za slovenske kmetijske proizvajalce z dnevom pristopa v primerjavi s sedanjimi članicami EU.<}0{>The actual price levels and expected producer price levels after accession, several years of experience in implementing the direct payments, their comparable implementation, and the principle that equal competitive conditions should be ensured, are all the reasons why equal conditions as are ensured to the present Member States should be provided for Slovenian agricultural producers on the day of accession.<0} Thus Slovenia justly expects to fully participate in the agricultural acquis, including direct payments. {0>Republika Slovenija bi zato v primeru, da bi EU kljub naštetim argumentom postavila zahtevo za prehodno obdobje na področju izplačevanja neposrednih plačil iz proračuna EU zahtevala, da se ji od dne pristopa dopusti možnost dopolnitve neposrednih plačil do 100% ravni neposrednih plačil iz nacionalnega proračuna za vse ukrepe, ki in kot jih zagotavlja SKP skladno z Uredbo (EC) 1259/1999.  Republika Slovenija se bo za usklajeno delovanje v celoti usposobila.<}0{>

{0>Za Republiko Slovenijo je razmislek o prehodnem obdobju za neposredna plačila v obdobju tekoče finančne perspektive sprejemljiv le, če bodo uresničene njene zahteve do polne pravice doplačevanja neposrednih plačil iz nacionalnega proračuna, vsebine in obseg programov razvoja podeželja, ter bistveni premiki od predloga Komisije na področju kvot in referenčnih obdobij ter količin.<}0{>Slovenia would be ready to consider a potential transitional period for direct payments in the period of the current financial perspective only under the following conditions. First, if its requests concerning the top-up possibility of direct payments from the national budget up to 100% upon accession for all measures ensured under the CAP would be met, second, if the Union made an additional effort as regards the financing of the Slovenian rural development programmes and, third, if some additional shifts are made in the proposal of the Commission regarding quotas and reference periods and quantities.<0}  

Regarding the latter, we believe that considerable progress has already been achieved in the technical discussions with the Commission. Some issues, however, remain to be further discussed. To mention only some of them, these issues are the sugar quota, milk quota for delivery to the dairies, and reference quantities for suckler cows and sheep and goats. 

One of the priority issues for which Slovenia expects to be offered a suitable solution in accession negotiations is no doubt rural development. Slovenia has focused most of its attention on this issue and has also incorporated it in its overall strategy for a more modern approach to agriculture and agricultural policy. It is with the measures of the second pillar that Slovenia can contribute the most to the preservation and further development of agriculture and rural areas. Slovenia has already prepared a draft rural development programme, which places an emphasis on sustainable rural development and restructuring of agriculture. The programme contains clearly expressed goals, priorities and measures. Moreover, Slovenia has already been implementing measures in the area of rural development policy for ... years/since ...?? in line with its own agricultural policy. We therefore have has enough experience and assured national funds in this area and we expect from the European Union to make an additional effort to adequately cofinance this programme in accordance with its basic principles and, of course, with its financial possibilities. 

Ever since Slovenia decided to apply for membership of the European Union, it has endeavoured to complete in due time all the preparations required for membership. We have made every effort for the negotiations to follow the road map and for the necessary reforms and harmonisation with the acquis to pursue in line with the National Programme. 

Considering all this efforts, we are convinced that also the Member States will prove their determination to fulfil the commitments made to the process of enlargement. Since we all have to be aware of the political consequences of postponing this process, any delay beyond the agreed timetable is not acceptable.  

Slovenia, like always, remains optimistic. When the European Council in Brussels makes the decision about the candidate countries with which negotiations can be concluded by the end of the year, Slovenia will be among them. We are convinced about that. For us, a successful completion of negotiations in Copenhagen is not only an important imperative, but also an unquestionable fact. Because we believe in the European Union.

Thank you!

